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Report On The Business Of The Federal Courts of the Seventh Circuit

For The Twelve Month Period From January 1, 2002 to December 31, 2002

The following annual report is submitted to the 52nd annual joint meeting of the
Judicial Conference of the Seventh Circuit and the Seventh Circuit Bar
Association held on May 4th through May 6th, 2003 at the Pfister Hotel in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  This report is a collection of statistical data from every
court of the circuit and national comparison data for the Circuit Courts of Appeal.

There are a number of people responsible for the collection and assembly of the
data contained in these pages.  Mr. Steven Schlesinger, Ms. Marilyn Miller and
Mr. Maurice Galloway of the Analytical Services and Statistical Division of the
Administrative Office were especially helpful.  We thank them for their hard work,
professional service and good advice.  Also, thanks to Mr. Christopher Conway,
Mr. Dale Russell and Ms. Patricia Brodie of the Court of Appeals.  This data is
available on the Court of Appeals web page at www.ca7.uscourts.gov.

This report shows that the federal courts of the Seventh Circuit continue to be
busy and productive.

Respectfully submitted,

Gino J. Agnello

Clerk, U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Seventh Circuit  
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APPEALS DOCKETED AND TERMINATED FROM 01/01/71 TO 12/31/02

% CHANGETERMINATED% CHANGEDOCKETEDYEAR
5.6%   84413.8%   9591971

19.5%1,00910.8%1,0631972
18.0%1,1919.4%1,1631973
-0.5%1,185-2.9%1,1291974
4.1%1,2336.4%1,2011975
0.2%1,23611.5%1,3391976
2.4%1,2661.0%1,3521977

21.6%1,53927.1%1,7181978
-8.9%1,402-7.0%1,5981979
20.5%1,68918.4%1,8921980
18.8%2,00615.2%2,1801981
3.2%2,070-0.7%2,1651982

11.7%2,3139.7%2,3741983
3.6%2,397-5.3%2,2491984

-0.5%2,3862.8%2,3131985
-4.7%2,275-4.6%2,2071986
0.9%2,2960.5%2,2191987

-10.7%2,05116.2%2,5791988
15.2%2,36310.6%2,8521989
19.3%2,8182.6%2,9271990
1.6%2,8642.4%2,9981991

17.1%3,3547.9%3,2361992
-3.3%3,244-3.3%3,1301993
5.1%3,409-0.9%3,1031994 - 95

-9.2%3,0961.8%3,1601995 - 96
4.5%3,2365.5%3,3331996 - 97
0.9%3,3531.4%3,3741998

-0.5%3,1861.7%3,4321999
19.4%3,804-0.4%3,4192000
-7.4%3,5230.8%3,4472001
-5.4%3,3330.6%3,4662002
5.2%2,2944.9%2,343AVG.(71-02)
8.3%1,1758.8%1,246AVG.(71-80)
5.7%2,2984.7%2,407AVG.(81-90)
4.0%3,2831.8%3,243AVG.(91-00)

-6.4%3,4280.7%3,457AVG.(01-02)

Table 1
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SOURCE OF APPEALS AND ORIGINAL PROCEEDINGS COMMENCED 
FROM 01/01/97 TO 12/31/02

200220012000199919981997SOURCE
ILLINOIS

1,1861,1431,1371,2251,2631,170NORTHERN
306351326276290320CENTRAL
267253278277311280SOUTHERN

INDIANA
329309293318275278NORTHERN
402346351339388455SOUTHERN

WISCONSIN
329312329369343336EASTERN
236241273254256231WESTERN

444436424557BANKRUPTCY

72319111511U.S.TAX COURT

193827413150N.L.R.B.

ALL OTHER
15085788186106AGENCIES

ORIGINAL 
1913022721997133PROCEEDINGS

3,4663,4473,4193,4323,3743,327TOTALS

Table 3



SOURCES OF APPEALS IN CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES
FROM U.S. DISTRICT COURTS FROM 01/01/02 TO 12/31/02

APPEALS TERMINATEDAPPEALS DOCKETED

CRIMINALCIVILTOTALCRIMINALCIVILTOTALDISTRICT COURTS

1599461,1052399471,186NORTHERN ILLINOIS

5525130666240306CENTRAL ILLINOIS
6020526563204267SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
5826031865264329NORTHERN INDIANA
7631038644358402SOUTHERN INDIANA

7028235260269329EASTERN WISCONSIN
5519324843193236WESTERN WISCONSIN

5332,4472,9805802,4753,055TOTALS

Table 5  

APPEALS COMMENCED, TERMINATED AND PENDING
FROM U.S. DISTRICT COURTS FROM 01/01/02 TO 12/31/02

PENDINGTERMINATIONSFILINGS
PERCENTPERCENTPERCENT
OF TOTALNUMBEROF TOTALNUMBEROF TOTALNUMBERNATURE OF PROCEEDINGS

23.8%51516.0%53316.7%580CRIMINAL

7.3%15711.3%37811.7%406U.S. PRISONER PETITIONS
5.7%1235.2%1745.3%183OTHER U.S. CIVIL

17.0%36723.2%77322.2%770PRIV. PRISONER PETITIONS

35.6%76933.7%1,12232.2%1,116OTHER PRIVATE CIVIL

1.6%341.3%441.3%44BANKRUPTCY
8.3%1803.4%1145.1%176ADMINISTRATIVE CASES
0.8%175.9%1955.5%191ORIGINAL PROCEEDINGS
100%2,162100%3,333100%3,466TOTALS

Table 4
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CIVIL APPEALS FILED, TERMINATED AND PENDING
BY NATURE OF SUIT FROM 01/01/02 TO 12/31/02

PENDINGTERMINATEDFILEDNATURE OF SUIT
1,4162,4472,475TOTAL CIVIL CASES

280552589U.S. CASES
122725U.S. AS PLAINTIFF ( TOTAL)

234CONTRACT ACTIONS
011REAL PROPERTY ACTIONS
101TORT ACTIONS
345CIVIL RIGHTS
022FORFEITURE & PENALTY
112LABOR
030SECURITIES
076TAX SUITS
566ALL OTHER

268525564U.S. AS DEFENDANT (TOTAL)
041CONTRACT ACTIONS
042REAL PROPERTY ACTIONS

111619TORT ACTIONS
CIVIL RIGHTS

262634EMPLOYMENT
17917OTHER CIVIL RIGHTS

PRISONER PETITIONS 
94243255MOTIONS TO VACATE SENTENCE

165762HABEAS CORPUS

1310PRISONER CIVIL RIGHTS

464789OTHER PRISONER PETITIONS
274LABOR SUITS

273944SOCIAL SECURITY LAW
385TAX SUITS
433ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
433FREEDOM OF INFO ACT

172826ALL OTHER

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

Table 10



(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

PENDINGTERMINATEDFILEDNATURE OF SUIT
1,1361,8951,886PRIVATE CASES
1,0301,7481,743FEDERAL QUESTION (TOTAL)

767CONTRACT ACTIONS
233EMPLOYER LIABILITY ACT
487MARINE INJURY

4910176OTHER TORT ACTION
391ANTITRUST

221304306CIVIL RIGHTS EMPLOYMENT
185295308OTHER CIVIL RIGHTS

PRISONER PETITIONS
175407410HABEAS CORPUS

134PRISONER CIVIL RIGHTS
191363356OTHER PRISONER PETITIONS

LABOR MANAGEMENT
182324RELATIONS ACT
367358OTHER LABOR

COPYRIGHT, PATENT &
323041TRADEMARK

SECURITIES, COMMODITIES
11912& EXCHANGE

546CONST. OF STATE STATUTES
90110124ALL OTHER

DIVERSITY OF CITIZENSHIP
106147143(TOTAL)
304041INSURANCE
75104101CONTRACT ACTIONS

000REAL PROPERTY ACTIONS
101P.I. PRODUCT LIABILITY
030OTHER PERSONAL INJURY

PERSONAL PROPERTY
000DAMAGE

Table 10



CRIMINAL APPEALS FILED, TERMINATED AND PENDING BY NATURE OF OFFENSE
FROM 01/01/02 TO 12/31/02

PENDINGTERMINATEDFILEDNATURE OF OFFENSE
515533580TOTAL CRIMINAL CASES

040HOMICIDE
231831ROBBERY

065ASSAULT
000BURGLARY

111912LARCENY & THEFT (TOTAL)
5135INTERSTATE COMMERCE
425TRANS. OF STOLEN PROPERTY
020POSTAL
222OTHER LARCENY & THEFT
122EMBEZZLEMENT

788091FRAUD(TOTAL)
313INCOME TAX

POSTAL & INTERSTATE
262428WIRE,RADIO,ETC.
121514LENDING & CREDIT

5107FALSE CLAIMS & STATEMENTS
323039OTHER FRAUD

101AUTO THEFT
577FORGERY & COUNTERFEITING
957SEX OFFENSES

DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION
231240237AND CONTROL ACT (TOTAL)

MISC GENERAL
9178106OFFENSES (TOTAL)

213BRIBERY
EXTORTION, RACKETEERING

333& THREATS
022GAMBLING
030KIDNAPING

665476FIREARMS, WEAPONS
677ESCAPE
010PERJURY

14715OTHER MISC. GENERAL OFFENSES
SPECIAL OFFENSES:

222030IMMIGRATION LAWS
435451FEDERAL STATUTES (TOTAL)

010AGRICULTURAL ACTS
000ANTITRUST VIOLATIONS
000NATIONAL DEFENSE LAWS
202CIVIL RIGHTS
212WITNESS INTIMIDATION
695EXPLOSIVES

334342OTHER

Table 11
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CIVIL CASES COMMENCED BY NATURE OF SUIT FROM 01/01/02 TO 12/31/02

TOTALSWISCONSININDIANAILLINOIS
WDEDSDNDSDCDND

20,9327441,3683,0732,0302,2271,27010,220TOTAL CIVIL CASES

UNITED STATES
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477156228112367010REAL PROPERTY

10549141213449TORT ACTIONS

1779121713149103CIVIL RIGHTS
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16017531710131634AND PENALTIES

5623566331LABOR SUITS

5913473168706839139SOCIAL SECURITY
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MOTION TO VACATE
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OTHER 
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90012006DEATH PENALTY

1,639130153301312193210340CIVIL RIGHTS

2123500110MANDAMUS & OTHER
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